
 
Tug and Barge Tour of North River  

 
Waterfront tales at summer camp  

 
Shipwright Adrian Owen renews 

deckhouse planking 

 
Bruno’s ARTBarge workshops 
recycles trash in Hudson,  NY 

 

The Waterfront Museum 
and Showboat Barge 
290 Conover St., Brooklyn, NY 11231  

Telephone: (718) 624-4719  

www.waterfrontmuseum.org 
 
 

 

Against a backdrop of the most challenging financial times since the Great Depression, the Waterfront Museum has 
just completed a most ambitious year. The ninety-five year old floating treasure took the show on the road travelling 
twice to celebrate the Quadricentennial. Partnering with the 1907 Tugboat Pegasus, the Tug & Barge retraced Henry 
Hudson’s 1609 voyage and renewed Robert Fulton’s 1807 vision of a working water highway. Through our two three-
week tours in May & September, we welcomed over 11,000 new visitors onboard. Town docks bustled in Hoboken, 
Manhattan’s Hudson River Park Pier 84, Poughkeepsie, Waterford, Hudson, Kingston with barge tours, tug trips, 
showboat performances, contradances, lectures, discussions, recycled objects art workshops, music and theatre.  
 
Visit our webiste at www.waterfrontmuseum.org to view a growing number of 
educational and fun video, radio and TV projects. These collaborations tell 
the story of a determined clown and juggler who bought a sunken wreck for 
one dollar in 1985 and lovingly restored it. The Lehigh Valley No.79, listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places, is the only surviving wooden barge 
still afloat. It depicts how goods were transported across the New York 
Harbor prior to highways and today’s system of containers and trucking.   
 

 2010 Programming:  We are working 
on an exciting 2010 season, both at our 

Red Hook homeport and on the “water 
highway.” In Red Hook, Earth Day will 
usher in an original play by Polyebe & 
Seats and of course, June will welcome 
CIRCUSundays for its 16th year. Plans 
are afoot to again team up with Tugboat 
Pegasus to bring our programs to new 
destinations, including Brooklyn Bridge 
Park. There is even talk of a possible 
appearance at the Clearwater Revival in 
June 2010. To keep abreast of our 
showboat performances and updates of 
our itinerary, visit our website: www.waterfrontmuseum.org. 
 
People enthusiastically tell me all the time “I love the Barge!” to which I respond 
“and the Barge loves you too.” As the Barge approaches its 100th anniversary in 
2014, there is value in the fact that kids tell me the Barge is worth millions.  
Certainly millions of smiles, laughs and applauses reassure me that this hard fight 
of historic preservation is worth the effort. Consistently, the Museum, the Barge 
and our programs have made ‘em laugh, made ‘em cry, and now even made ‘em 
pee their pants. (Thanks to the uncontrollable excitement of a bounding young 
boy completely enraptured by our Rhoads Kinetic Ball Machine.) 

 
Looking back on 2009, amidst the excitement of travel and new programs, we have one tribute to pay. Our mascot 
Duey, the Barge bunny brought immense delight to all, from his love of bananas to his sudden entrances from behind 
the showboat curtain.  Duey passed away of old age this summer and while we all miss him, we know he had a full life 
afloat and an enormous fan base who derived immeasurable delight from his friendly presence and his chewing antics.  
 
Please help us bring our low-cost education and art s programs to waterfront communities by supporting the 
Waterfront Museum today. Contributions of $250 or more receive a free DVD of “A Hole in a Fence” by David Young. 
This Red Hook documentary features the Waterfront Museum and won Best Picture at the San Francisco Film 
Festival. Please provide your email to be on our mailing list and receive Museum e-blasts.  
 
Sincerely,  

©2009 Carter Craft   Dear Friend of the Waterfront, 
 

©2009 Bill Cutler  



                Special thanks to Greg O'Connell and  
            Kings Harbor View Associates.   

David Sharps, President  Alison Tocci, Board Chair  
 
WATERFRONT MUSEUM   SUPPORT CATEGORIES 
� � Floatperson:      $50 - $99 Name: 
�  First Mate:    $100 - $499 Address: 
�  Captain:    $500 - $999  
�  Showboat Sponsor    $1,000 - $4,999 Phone: 
�  Museum Benefactor   $5,000 and above E-mail: 

Make checks payable to: WATERFRONT MUSEUM, 290 Conover St., Brooklyn, NY 11231 or donate by credit card at www.waterfrontmuseum.org  The Waterfront 
Museum is recognized as tax-exempt under Section 501c3 of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions are tax-deductible to the fullest extent by law.  
Contributions of $1,000 or more receive NY State Tax Credits worth 25% of your contribution! 


